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A Dreadful WARNING, &c. | 
; T North-Petherton in Somerſetſhire, liv'd ont be C 
Mr. Johr Richardſon, a Gentleman of a veg .... 
ry good Eftate; who having led a wicked, bla oh 
e waer & undgodly Lite for many years, did aff... .. 
laſt come to a dreadful End: He was often adviſe... 
both by his Parents & godly Minaſters, to leayſut b 
off ſo wicked & vile Courſe, telling him if hr. 
did not repent & amend his Life, God woulc 
bring ſome fearful Judgment upon him. Thufome 
they endeavoured from time to time to reclat y. 1 
him from this vile & wicked courſe of Life, bug ,., 
all to no purpoſe. About five Years ago#his Fathe 
died & left him three: hundred & forty thre{, 


xeady for Supper, which was according! 
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pe Gentleman fat drinking & diſcourſing toge- 
Inier for about 2 Hours; at laſt ſays the Landlord 
the Gentleman, Sir, it I may be ſo bold, pray 
hat Countryman are you? To which the Gen- 
Wcman anſwers I am a Stranger in theſe Parts, 


ufome from a place call'd Dartmouth in that Coun- 


Portions allotted chem in my Father's Will, but 
1y younger Siſter being lately married, & ſettled 
It 7cevil, and ker Portion which is 100 J. ſtill 
emaining in my hands, it being my laſt Legacy 
have to pay, and this is the occaſion of my 
ourney in theſe Parts. Very well, ſaid che Land- 
ord, Sir, you are welcome into theſe parts of 
he Country. Soon alter this the Gentleman went 
o Bed. The next morning when the Gentleman 
as going away, the Landlord was for ſhewing 
im a nearer way, and taking with bim a Gun, 


g to a private place, between 2 Woods knack d 
down the Gentleman, and beat out his Brains, 
into adjoining, with the Saddle & Bridle, and 


or himſelf, 


one. Aﬀter Supper —— ended, the Landlord & 


ur being (as I ſuppoſe) in an honeſt ſubſtantial 
ouſe, I may be the more free in my difcourſe. 
uld am, Sir, ſaid the Gentleman, a Dewoxſhire man, 


y. Iam lately come to the poſſeſſion af a ſmall 
ſtate. I have 3 Sifters, and have paid 2 of their 


nder pretence of ſhooting ſome Fowl, and com- 


hen took his money out of his Pocket, & threw 
us Body into a Pit of water in che wood there- 
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urn'd the Horſe up in the fame Wood to ſkifc 
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5 This terrible Murder remained unknown ſor 7 
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azE TO LTL AGES 1 
weeks during all which time Mr. Richardſon Bos 
Houſe was haunted, and fearful Noiſcs was heard] Sad 
almaſt every Night, to ebe great cerror of him & 
his def vants inſomuch that he durſt not go te 
Bed. without having one of his Men to lye 1 

the Room with him, and kept Candles continu 

ally every night in the Room; after Diſcourſe 
came to be ſpread among the people of that neig | 
b urhood, the Miniſter of the Pariſh, with J He 
learned me::, agreed ro go & fit up till midnight] mc 
for 3 nights together, the flift & ſecond night} vp! 
the heard fome noiſe which feemed at a diſtat;re] dil 


bur the third about half an hour paſt 114 Clock in 
all en a ſudden, they heard ſuch a dreadſul noiſq & 
ima Chamber, which ſo frighted them, that they ha 
duiſt not ſtir from the place, howevei the Mini] br: 


ſter being more bold than the reſt, ventur'd toff 
go into the Rocm wheie the noife was keardſ® 
whete he ſew a Man ſtand with his Face all bloo- 
dy, he was ſo affiiyhied at this dieadful fGghef & 
that he could ſcarce ſtand upon his Legs for be 
tremblirg yer he had courage, (after blefſingf} fo) 
bimſelf } to ask him who & what he was, and 
what he warted? To whom he ſaid, I am the 
Spirit of Robert White, late of Dartmouth in De- up 
Tonſhire, ho coming to lodge at this Houfe on Z.. 
the 12:h of March laſt. and having with me the] toc 
Jum ot 100 J. to pay as a Legacy to a Siſter off ne 
mine at X «vil. che Landlord of this houſe, un- 
Cer preterce of ſhewing me the Road the next I a: 
nm rning murdered ine by a Wood fide, about a *. 
Mile ſrem this l ce beating my brains out with 
a Gun that he had with him, and then threw my 


trouble you any mores. N 


| diligent ſeas 0 


| C * "IR 
Body into a Die of AKT. wth 
Saddle & Bride, & ture d the Horſe" up in be 
Woog, and I Jefire youThpeadily to reveal it, & 
then | ſhall go my wann Neft, and all hęver 


iſhed quite away, and tc $finifter came og R 
the Room, but gave no ant of the Matt 
the Company at that time, Ad og {tral 


4 * Mech all the part eus 
before Sr. 5 Neun; whitkcupon | 
rh” eing E the Body W. found 
in a Pit of water in the Wood, withzeiſe Saddle 
& Bridle, and in æxery eircumſto:. ce Asche Spirit 
had related. Whepeups In Mr. Richardſon was 


upon Oath, « 


brought befofe 55 ern Prown aforefaid. and u- 


bon tric Examination chte ſſec the Fact, ac- 


*nowlcdging that be iuft'y de ſe ved Death tor 


the ſame, and was according ſent to Goal, and. 
& at the laſt, j ſſizes conderga'd & hang'd. When 
he came to the pl:ce of Execution, he made the 


following Conſeſfion. IP 
Good People and Countrymenz You that are come bers to 

ſee me die a ſhameful Death which I confeſs I juſtly deſerve, 

1 defirg You will tak 2 Warning by me. my Parents brought me 

zup very tenderly, allowing me Money at all Times and great 

' Liberty, which was the chief cauſe, of my utter Ruin; for x 

took to extravagant Drinking, and Swearing and Debauchery 


leading a very wiched Lite, and fo from one degree of Wickee- 
neſs to another, till l came to this dreadful End. 


Therefore 


I wiſh young People wou*d take Warning by me. I was often 
adviled dy my Parents and godly Minifters to leave off ſo wicked 
and vile a courſe, but I ſligbted their good Advice, and had no 
regard either for Heaven or r Religion, but I now incerely repent 
and am heartily ſorry for my paſt Life, I have had a confiderable _ 
Time for | Repentance. So after having made a Prayer, de was 


I Me Wood Wi it the 5 
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Home tox little Reſt that night, put che Nit = on 
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Tue ſollowing are the heads of a Sermon upon his] 
danerai the fame Morning he Was Executed 

_ by Mr. Cardin, . Deut. XXXIii 29. 0 ſel 
that the, were wiſe that they nuderſtood this, that!“ 
they would conſider taeir latter End. „„ 45 

M Beloved, on this great Occaſion, Thave | , 

choſe this Text, as being ſuitable to this Sub- obe 


: jet ; becauſe the Words do {7 plainly exhort us to pre- - 
pare ourſelves for our latter End. And indeed if Men | . 
were {o wiſe as to conſider their latter Ends it would | "= 
be the chief motive to make them leave their Sins and n 
Wickedueſs, cenſidering the Soul never dies, but muſt | %* 
ha ve a Iieiug to Eternity: and that there are but two 7 61 
places jor it to go to, either to heaven or Hell; there- 

fore my Brethren, let me earneſtly intreat you to think | © 
often of your latter Ends, and prepare yourſehves for | 9% 
eteru.:s Glory, or elſe you'll certainly be moſt miſerable” Wh 

Remember thy Creator in the day of thy Youth die 
while the evil Days come not, nor the Years ap- yo 


_ proach, wherein thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Plea- 
ſure in them. Ecc. 12. 2. Man that is born of 4 
Woman has but a ſnort tine to live, and therefore it 
highly concerns us to make good uſe of our Time and 
to i:yprove it to the beſt Advantage of our Souls; For 
behold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an Oven, and 
thoſe that do wickedly ſhall ve as flubb!e ard the day 
that cemeth (ball burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 
that it ſhall leave them neither Root no Branch, Mal. 
4. 1. Therefore let me deſire cu to conſider your ever- 
Leb ing Happineſs, and uot defer your Repentance til 
0:4 Age. The rich Man in the Goſpel, promiſed him{elf 


many Years to live in Eaſe and Fullneſs, whca be had 


but one Night to lives ſo wicked Perſons promiſe them- 
ſelves the Age of many Years, when the Thread of their 
lives is almoſt drawn to an end The Prophet Jere miah 


aſcribes the Cauſe of the Fes Sins and Calamities 16 
this, that they remember 'd not their latter End, _ 


And as touching this unhappy Gentleman, who was ' 
obout 28 Years old, when this Diſaſter happened; if 


he had liv'd a temperate Life. and inſtead of ſpending 


his precious Time in lewd. Courſes, had {pent it in read- 


ing the Scriptures and Bearing of Sermons then he bad 


not come to ſuch an End; and we hope this Example 
will be a ſufficient Warning to all wicked and prophane 
Perſons to amend their Lives. | RE 


A. far al wiched Hiretches ther. follow fuck 


courſes, it is the infinite mercy of God that they are 
not inſtantly conſum'd and plung d into thoſe Flames 


hich never will bave end; where the Worm never 


dieib, nor Fire is quench'd ; and to the intent that o- 


thers may take timely, Warning. and be reclaim d 


from that heaſlly Sin of Drunkenneſs, which diveſts 


a Man of Reaſon and Senſe, and fills him with Out- 
rage and Mala ſte - |. 5:5 98 

I remember a Relation of a young Man, that was 
tempted by the Devil to ill his Father, and lie with 
his Mother, or he drunk, and he chooſing the latter, as 


ſuppoſing it to be the leaft Sin. committed in the heart 
of Drunkemeſi, the to former; for horror of which 
when ſeber, he flew bimſelf. Amnon, when be had 


reviſr'd his Siſter Tamer, found her Death in his 
Cup, as he feaſted with his Brother Abſalom, with 


Wine, Sam, Xu. 18, King Belteſhazar, in the midſt 
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of” his Riot and deb uch d Revell with all bis Lords 
and Concubiues, had the Hand writing on the wall 
appear to him, and the ſame Night loſt his Life, with 
his Kingdom, Dan. v. 24. 1 herefore, my Brethren 
1 exhort you to avoid the great Sin of Drunkenneſs.| 
which is the chief Canſe and In let into all other Sin: | 
{ hope all People will tate Warning by tois Eaample. - 
Learn to ſerve the Lord im your Youth, ol ey your Parent 
and be dutiful to them, The Admonition Gd gives 
Men and Women, to leave off their Sins, and to come 
10 @ timely, Repencance, that ſo often in Tudgments on 
the wickde who aun on in a courſe of Sin refuſeng to 
be reclaim d by the "reaching of | Miniſters, or other 
good Adviſers. Ar the Aimighty ſeverely puniſhes the 
Wicked; ſo on the other hand, he defends and protedt; 
all thoſe that do put ever's 15 a Scarlet and Crimſon | 
Dye, jet if they'll forſake their evil Ways, he wil 
| bave merey and ſave them, Pray to God to keey you 
from Temptation. The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift | 
aud the love of God, he with you all evermore, 
We whoſe Names are hereunto; fer, do teſtiſy 
this Relation to be true, and defire it may be pub- 
liſh d as atimely Warning to all People. Sir John 
og Bart. William Streng, and Roger Stone, | 
| 8. | 1 | 
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